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after all lame men, being unlettered. Our eyes and ears are the
European attorneys here."
Gandhi said to Abdulla Sheth : "The bill is the first nail into our
coffin. It strikes at the root of our self-respect.9' One of the guests said:
"You cancel your passage by this boat, stay here a month longer, and
we will fight as you direct us." All the others chimed in: "Indeed,
indeed, Abdulla Sheth, you must detain Gandhi Bhai." The Sheth
said: "Let us all persuade him to stay on. What about his fees?"
It pained Gandhi and he broke in: "Fees are out of the question.
There can be no fees for public work. I can stay, if at all, as a servant.
I am prepared to stay a month longer. There is one thing however.
Though you need not pay me anything, work of the nature we con-
template cannot be done without some funds to start with. It is clear
that one man is not enough for this work. Many must come forward
to help him."
And a chorus of voices was heard: "Allah is great and merciful.
Money will come in. Men there are as many as you need. You please
consent to stay, and all will be well."
Gandhi quickly worked out a programme and made up his mind
to stay on for a month.